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Beyond the Dichotomy

— Aiming at the New Subject for Teacher Training in the university —

Masao Yoshida
{Hokkaido University of Education Asahikawa Campus)
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Abstract:

It is the object of this paper to clarify that the curriculum design for teacher-training
at college have to be made in the way of “beyond the dichotomy™.

The dichotomy means the following idea : in order to improve the ability of
undergraduates for teaching subjects when they become teachers, they have to learn
tWo major areas, that is, one of them is the knowledge and skills of subjects’ matter,
and the other is the knowledge and skills of how to teach. This is the dichotomy of
“what to teach and how to teach”.

The current curriculum of teacher-training course at most colleges seems to be
constructed on this dichotomy. But there is third area that could not be neglected when
we think of what to teach and how to teach. It is his/her view about each subject for
each teacher to select and to organize teaching matters for classes and each subjects’
curriculum. So the curriculum for teacher training should have new courses which
make undergraduates think critically and radically what ought to be taught as the core
knowledge and skills of each subject such as social studies. This course will make us
possible to overcome the current dichotomy.

In order to claim the importance and necessity of this new course for teacher-training
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program, two matters are discussed. One of them is that each subject has three
moments : the transmission of academic legacy, cultivating one’s mind and personality,
improving one’s practical ability. Each teacher's view about what to teach for the
subject is also determined by this view.

The other matter discussed is that we need to redesign teacher-training program,
especially the construction of improving teaching-subject matter.

Then. who is in charge of this new course? It is the researchers who major in the
research and development of subject curriculum and who major in the sociology of

education or curriculum studies.
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